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ghosts of these wretches from returning to torment the sur-
vivors. The remedy is completely effective ; at least, no
authentic case of the return of a ghost appears to be on record
in the tribe.
On his return from the Bushongo the author passed
through the territory of the Bakongo, a tribe not far distant
from the Bushongo and not to be confounded with the much
better known people of the same name in the lower valley of
the Congo. Like most Bantu peoples, these Bakongo worship
their ancestors and offer the first-fruits of the harvest to them.
Like many other Bantu tribes, also, they test accusations of
witchcraft by compelling the suspected witch or wizard to
submit to the poison ordeal ; if he vomits the poison, he is
innocent; if he dies, he was guilty. In either case, truth is
vindicated and the demands of justice rigorously satisfied.